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633rd Meeting

Michael Falco

• Guest:
Michael Falco
• Cost:
Members: $60
Non-Members: $75
• Date:
Thursday ,
October 17th
You must call
718-341-9811 by
October 10th if you
plan to attend the
October meeting.
We need to know
how many people
to order food for.

• Place:
The Three West Club,
3 West 51st Street
• Time:
Dinner at 6:00 pm,
Doors open 5:30 pm,
Cash Bar 5:30 – 7 pm

A Great Loss

E.A. Livingston (known to all
as Bud) held every job on the
Round Table board at one time or
another – President, Vice President,
Secretary and Treasurer. He was
also, for the last 20 years, editor
of our well-regarded Dispatch
newsletter and, for many years,
chair of the Fletcher-Pratt Award
Committee.

October 2019

Michael Falco is an awardwinning photojournalist
working in New York City.
Falco’s work can be found in
the archives at the Museum
of Modern Art, on display at
the 9/11 Memorial Museum
and in the National Archive
at the Library of Congress.
Commissioned as a public
artist by the City of New
York, Falco’s 30 foot glass
photographic mural, “Where
Marsh Meets the Sea”,
permanently graces the interior
of the Staten Island Ferry
Terminal. Falco has also been
a contributor to The New York
Times and National Geographic, and his books include Echoes
Camera, Along Martin Luther King: Travels on Black America’s
Main Street and Caddell Dry Dock: 100 Years Harborside.
Born in Staten Island, New York Falco now lives on a farm in
upstate New York.
of course, his life’s work, President Lincoln’s 3rd Largest City –
Brooklyn and the Civil War. This got a mention in the major tome
Gotham, a history of New York City. (Bud didn’t know this until
he read the book – he was tickled pink).
Bud, who would have been 89 on September 12th, had served in
the Army during the Korean War and had worked in the garment
district for years, but he called himself, as his family says, an
opsimath – one who discovers his real calling – the studying of
history – late in life. He had a wonderful time delving into these
studies and proved to be quite adept at telling tales, both historical
and personal.

Because he loved the Civil War Round Table, and because he
When Bud died on August 23rd, people all over the world were loved learning about new things, his partner of many years, Doris
saddened and dismayed. He was known and loved by Civil War Lehman, has established the Bud Livingston Lecture Series for
the Round Table. The October lecture, and four other talks, will be
Australia, England, and elsewhere, as well as many parts of the U.S. presented for and by Bud, and we will be able to remember him as
It’s hard to imagine how we’re going to go on without Bud’s wit, if he were still with us – and we so wish he were.
sage advice, intelligence and kindness. He knew such a lot about
so many things – you’ll remember his many articles (and sly jokes) Joan McDonough
in the Dispatch, but he also wrote screeds for the Sherlockians and,
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President’s Message

I wanted to thank our Vice President of Programming,
Margaret Echanique, for arranging last month’s guest
speaker, Jake Wynn. I was very happy that we were able
to start off the year with his presentation regarding Clara
Barton and her establishment of the Missing Soldiers
Office. We don’t often get a chance to hear about a topic
featuring one the many women who left their families
and homes to directly participate in the Civil War.

In the antebellum years, American women were defined by a set of ideals that were
rigidly based upon the concept of Victorian domesticity. While women contributed to
the war effort during the War of Independence, very few left the home to do so. During
the Civil War however, American women turned their attention to the world outside
the home. Thousands of women in the North and South joined volunteer brigades and
signed up to work as battlefield nurses. Hundreds were deeply involved in espionage
activities. Astoundingly, almost 400 even disguised themselves as men in order to
participate in the bloody fighting itself. It was the first time in American history that
women played a significant role in the operation of a war.

To that end, we are always looking for guest speakers who have topics regarding women
in the Civil War. If anyone knows of any, please speak to Margaret. Thank you.

KRIS KASNICKI

21st Century Newsletter

Just wanted to let you know that as of September, we will be switching to
an all-electronic Dispatch. There are several reasons for this – the main
one is that will save us over $1000 in printing costs. But it will also give
us freedom to make the newsletter longer at times, add more photos, be
more timely, and give you more information about Civil War events. To
that end, if you know of any Civil War talks, displays, performances, etc.,
please send the info to the RT email.

If we don’t have your email address, please send it to us at the RT email
address, and if you don’t have an email or access to a computer, please let
us know by phone or by dropping a note to the RT address (all of these
are available on the newsletter masthead).
We hope you’ll welcome these changes – we have thought long and hard
about them.
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MEET CHARLIE MANDER

Charlie Mander has been a fixture at the Round Table
for more than 25 years. He is at the door greeting
members and guests as they come in, and, for the past
several years, he has been selling raffle tickets, and
collecting dinner tickets. So even if you don’t know his
name, you have seen Charlie.

Dispatch: When did you join the Round Table and what
positions have you held?
CM: I joined the Round Table in January of 1995; the
first speaker was Dennis Frye, who is our tour guide
this year. I was president of the Round Table from June
2009 to June 2011. I was also a Board Member and
Chairperson of the Nominating Committee for a few
years. Now, I can be seen selling raffle tickets at most
meetings.
Dispatch: Can you give us some information about
your background?

CM: I’m originally from Queens and have lived in
Fair Lawn, NJ, for the last 36 years. I’m a graduate of
Manhattan College and a licensed Professional Engineer
(now retired) in both NY and NJ. I worked as a civil
engineer for the New York City Transit Authority for
over 37 years, retiring as an Assistant Chief Engineering
Officer in 2009.
Dispatch: When did you first become interested in the
Civil War?

CM: I first became interested in the Civil War through
my great-uncle, who lived with us. He went to
Gettysburg and other battle fields every year during the
late 1950’s and 1960’s. The first civil war book I read
was from his library about the time of the Centennial.

Dispatch: Who is your favorite player and why? Which
battle do you think is the most important and why?

CM: That first book had a story about Col. John S.
Mosby and he’s been my favorite participant ever since.
The group tour a few years back to Mosby’s Confederacy
was the highlight of all of the trips I’ve been on. I find
the Battle of Antietam to be the most important. The
Union victory there allowed President Lincoln to issue
the Preliminary Emancipation Proclamation, which added
to the Union war aims. And, it was the first significant
Union victory in the East. Antietam showed that General
Lee was not invincible.
Dispatch: Any last thoughts you would like to share?

CM: I’ve enjoyed being a member of this esteemed
Round Table for over 25 years. It continues to exist
because of its members, who volunteer to help keep
the Round Table running. I hope that this volunteerism
continues.

Civil War Events During the Month of October 1861

October 3
		
October 9
October 12
		
October 21

The Battle of Greenbrier River (Camp Bartow), 		
Virginia (now West Virginia)
Engagement on Santa Rosa Island, Florida
First ironclad in the U.S. Navy, USS St. Louis,
launched at Carondelet, Missouri
Battle of Ball’s Bluff (Leesburg), Virginia

Question of the month:
What was the regulation weight of
powder used to fire a shell from a
ten-inch Columbaid?

October 24
		
October 25
		
October 31
		

Western Union completes the first trans-continental
telegraph line
Union Major Charles Zagonyi’s “famous” charge
into Springfield, Missouri
Secessionist Missouri legislators meet at Neosho
and vote to leave the Union

American Battlefield Trust, battlefields.org

THANK YOU!

The Round Table would like to thank
Harriet Lifson for her generous donation
in memory of Bud Livingston.

Civil War Events
Atlanta, the Valley, and the
Crossroads of History:
The Battles and Leaders
That Influenced Lincoln’s
Reelection in 1864
Saturday, November 9, 2019
George Washington Hotel
Winchester, Virginia
Speakers and Guides:
Gary L. Ecelbarger and Scott C. Patchan
In August 1864, the outcome of the Civil War hung in the
balance, and Abraham Lincoln’s chances for reelection
looked doubtful – until a series of pivotal battles around
Atlanta and in the Shenandoah Valley helped propel
Lincoln to victory. Led by historians Gary Ecelbarger and
Scott Patchan, this conference will examine those events –
and the fights and personalities that changed the course
of history.
The cost will be $27 for members; $30 for nonmembers. Lunch will be on your own. Space will be
limited, and pre-registration is required.
To register, click the button below or call the SVBF
at 540-740-4545.

RECENT BOOKS ON THE CIVIL WAR

Becoming Lincoln

by Wm. W. Freehling
University of Virginia Press $29.95

The Field of Blood: Violence In
Congress and the Road to Civil War
by Joanne B. Freeman
Farrer, Straus and Giroux $28.00

A Strife of Tongues: The
Compromise of 1850 and the
Ideological Foundations of the
American Civil War
by Stephen E. Maizlish $45.00

Answer:
18 pounds*

*Civil War Triva and Fact Book, by Webb
Garrison

