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2018 • MEETING SCHEDULE • 2018
• Monday February 12th • 
Barondess Lincoln Award
Elizabeth Brown Pryor for  

Six Encounters With Lincoln

• Monday March 12th • 
Curt Fields

Grant Announces his Bid  
for the Presidency

• Monday April 9th • 
John Fazio

Decapitating the Union

  

You must call  
718-341-9811 by  
January 1st if you  
plan to attend the  
January meeting. 
We need to know how 
many people to order 
food for.

• Guest:  
Michael Korda
The Life and Legend of  
Robert E. Lee

• Cost: 
Members: $50
Non-Members: $60
• Date: 
Monday,  
January 8th

• Place:  
The Three West Club, 
3 West 51st Street 

• Time:  
Dinner at 6:00 pm, 
Doors open 5:30 pm,  
Cash Bar 5:30 – 7 pm

Michael Korda
The Life and Legend of  
Robert E. Lee

Our January guest is an English-born 
writer and novelist who was editor-in-
chief of Simon and Schuster in New 
York City. He grew up in England 
but received part of his education in 
France where his father had worked 
with film director Marcel Pagnol. He 
was schooled at the private Institut Le 
Rosey in Switzerland and read history at 
Magdalen College, Oxford. He served in 
the Royal Air Force doing intelligence 
work in Germany.

One of his many books is the novel 
Queenie, a roman a clef about his aunt, 
Merle Oberon, which was later adapted 
into a television mini-series. He also has authored books on the 
Hungarian Revolution, Dwight D. Eisenhower, T.E.Lawrence, 
and Robert E. Lee

continued on page 4

The Great Horseback Rider 
of West Point
Back at West Point in the fall, Grant was briefly accorded the 
honor of being named a sergeant who exercised leadership in 
one of four companies formed for military exercises. Instead 
of being galvanized into superior performance, Grant preferred 
to languish. As he confessed, ”The promotion was too much 
for me.” As he accumulated demerits – in May 1842 he was 
confined to quarters for two weeks for speaking disrespectfully 
to a superior officer- he was stripped of his sergeant stripes and 
reverted to a private for his last year. Time hung heavy on his 
hands. “The last two years wore away more rapidly than the 
first two, but they still seemed about five times as long as Ohio 
years, to me.” As so often in Grant’s career, his mental depression 
acquired a physical correlative. During his last six months at 
West Point, he was gripped by a “desperate cough,” that slimmed 
him down to 117 pounds – the same weight recorded during his 
entrance exam- even though he had gained six inches in height. 
Two of Jesse Grant’s brothers had died of consumption, perhaps 
adding an extra element of concern to Grant’s condition.

Despite his infirmity, Grant rode regularly and astounded 
people with his equestrian theatrics, routinely clearing a bar set 
at five feet by the riding master, the Prussian sergeant Henry 
Hershberger. The most fearsome horse at the academy stables 
was York, an intractable animal dreaded by most cadets. When 
one classmate warned Grant, “That horse will kill you some day,” 
he coolly responded, “Well, I can’t die but once.” The pinnacle 
of Grant’s horsemanship came at graduation time, when the 
senior class performed mounted exercises before a vast throng of 
spectators. A young onlooker named James B. Fry never forgot 
Grant’s bravura performance at the close:
When the services were completed, the class, still mounted, was 
formed in line through the center of the hall; the riding-master 
placed the leaping-bar higher than a man’s head, and called 
out “Cadet Grant!” A clean-faced, slender, blue-eyed young 
fellow, weighing about 120 pounds, dashed from the ranks on 
a powerfully built chestnut-sorrel horse and galloped down the 
opposite side of the hall. As he turned at the farther end and came 
down into the straight stretch across which the bar was placed, 
the horse increased his pace, and measuring his strides  
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 We start a new year for the Civil War Roundtable. Our January speaker will be Michael 
Korda, a member of a royal family of cinema whose relatives had hands in making such 
movie classics as The Four Feathers, Thief of Bagdad and The Third Man. Michael 
Korda has dedicated his life to the written word and will be talking about his book on 
Robert E. Lee.
I recently interviewed him about his latest book on Dunkirk and I am sure he will give 
us a thoughtful and interesting evening on General Lee.
During the sesquicentennial, we would travel back in time 150 years. We will repeat this 
experience in March when we go back in time to 1868 to hear General Grant announce 
his bid for the presidency. We are certain that Dr. Curt Fields, as General Grant, will give 
a performance worthy of an award.
In today’s world it seems that the only time the Civil War gets mentioned is when there 
is a controversy surrounding a Confederate statue. Many of you know that a plaque at 
the Church of the Generals outside Fort Hamilton was removed because it mentioned the 
fact that Robert E. Lee and Stonewall Jackson, among numerous other Generals, once 
attended services at that church. This reaches the heights of absurdity, the plaque merely 
stated a historical fact, nothing more or less. Bud Robertson, our December speaker, has 
commented that those people who are most vociferous about tearing down monuments, 
plaques and statues are the most ignorant about history. We all know,  as Professor 
Robertson and others have commented, that we cannot completely understand the mind 
set of a person from the 19th century. Can anyone truly understand the concept that a 
person would owe more allegiance to the State of Virginia than the United States of 
America? The concept of states’ rights, as understood in the 19th century, has virtually 
no place in today’s political debate. To paraphrase the Bible, we should not judge unless 
we be judged.
On a lighter note, let us enjoy our new season and the great list of speakers put together 
by our vice president of programming, Kristofer Kasnicki.
Happy New Year!
MICHAEL N. CONNORS
P.S. If any Civil War Roundtable member would like a CD of an interview with a 
roundtable speaker, you may request it by calling and asking for Mardochee at 1(718) 
238-6500.
The recorded speakers include:
Ed Bearss, Bud Robertson, Jack Davis, John F. Marszalek and virtually all of our roundtable 
speakers over the past 5 years. So if you missed any of these speakers, we probably have 
a condensed version of their talk in our radio show (the CDs are free of charge).

Dues are due
If you haven’t already paid your dues, please send your checks in now.  
After October, the price rises to $60. If we don’t hear from you by January 1,  
we will be obliged to drop your name from our mailing lists. Sorry about that.
We now have three yearly dues categories:
 Individual Family
Basic $60 $80
Silver $70 $95
Gold $120 $170
Out of Town $25 $35  (75 miles or more)
Student $25
New members please add $10 initiation fee
You may choose any appropriate amount to send in, but it will be greatly 
appreciated if you are able to remit the amounts in the second or third 
categories.
Send dues to CWRTNY 139-33 250th Street, Rosedale, N.Y. 11422
Do not include your dues and dinner payment on the same check.



SMHS Celebrates 100th 
Anniversary of Virginia 
Monument at Gettysburg
Several members of the Stuart-Mosby Historical Society 
traveled to Gettysburg on Saturday, June 10, 2017, to join in the 
celebration of the 100th Anniversary of the dedication of the 
Virginia State Monument on Seminary Ridge.

The Virginia Division of the Sons of Confederate Veterans, with 
assistance from the Maryland Division and the John Wesley 
Culp Memorial Camp 1961 of Gettysburg, sponsored the event. 
Approximately 200 people attended the ceremony, including 
many representatives of the SCV, the United Daughters of the 
Confederacy and the Virginia Flaggers.

Society members John Briar III, Bishop Dennis Campbell, 
Janet Greentree, Carl Sell, Ben and Nancy Trittipoe and Gwen 
Wyttenbach, were among those in the crowd that listened to 
speeches and calls to action form the various speakers of the day.

Making the keynote address was actor-historian Patrick Falci, 
another Society member who portrays Gen. A.P. Hill. Falci’s talk 
was entitled “For the Glory of Virginia” and evoked the emotions 
felt by Maj. Gen. George E. Pickett’s Division as it prepared for 
the “Grand Assault” on Cemetery Ridge on July 4, 1863.

More than 19,000 of the nearly 85,000 Confederate troops at 
Gettysburg were natives of the Commonwealth of Virginia. They 
made up the largest group from one state on the Southern side 
during the battle and 4,470 Virginians were casualties over the 
three days of fighting.

Sell’s great-grandfather, James Farthing of the 38th Virginia

 Regiment, and his great-
uncle, George White of 
the 53rd Virginia, both 
participated in what came 
to be known as “Pickett’s 
Charge.” Farthing was 
wounded and returned to 
Confederate lines while 
White was captured  
within the Union lines at 
“The Angle.”

The Virginia Monument 
was the first to represent a 
Southern state at Gettysburg 
and was unveiled on  
June 8. 1917. Virginia Carter, 
a niece of Gen. Robert E. 

Lee, performed the unveiling, while Virginia Governor Henry  
C. Stuart, the nephew of Maj. Gen. J.E.B. Stuart, gave the 
keynote address. 
Sculpted by Frederick William Sievers, who also sculpted the 
common soldier monument located at the Loudon County 
Courthouse in Leesburg, the Virginia Monument is the largest  
of any Confederate memorial at Gettysburg. At the top of the 
42-foot-high monument is the equestrian statue of Lee mounted 
upon his trusted war horse, Traveller. At the base is a group of 
seven men representing the “common soldiers” of Virginia who left 
their homes and trades to serve in the defense of their state  
and country.
This may be the last time a Confederate statue is commemorated.
Submitted by Pat Falci : From the SMHS Newsletter
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January During the Civil War

1862 
1 – Happy New Year. A worried President Lincoln virtually 

had to take command of the armies, for his top general was 
seriously ill. Besides, General G. B. McClellan, it appeared, had 
accomplished little of substance in five months.

30 – A large crowd gathered at Greenpoint, Long Island, to 
witness the launching of the USS Monitor. Where? Brooklyn, 
that is.

1863 
2 – North of Vicksburg, on the Yazoo, W. T. Sherman gave 

up his hopeless drive against the bluffs and withdrew to the 
Mississippi where his forces came under the command of…God 
forbid…John McClernand.

19 – President Lincoln answered an address from the workers of 
Manchester, England, saying he knew and deplored the sufferings 
among the mill hands in England and Europe caused by the cotton 
shortage, and that it was the fault of “our disloyal citizens.”

1864 
2 – Who? The Confederate Senate confirmed Senator George 

Davis of N. C. as attorney general, succeeding Wade Keyes, who 
was serving ad interim. The new appointee had been a pro-Union 
Whig until his transformation.

4 – President J. Davis, endeavoring to obtain food supplies for the 
Army of Northern Virginia, said to General R.E.Lee, “the emergency 
justifies impressment.” Thus be it ever in wartime.

1865 
2 – A group of Kentuckians applied to have B.F. Butler 

assigned to their state. President Lincoln said, ”You howled 
when Butler went to New Orleans. Others howled when he was 
removed from command. Somebody has been howling ever since 
his assignment to military command. How long will it be before 
you, who are howling for his assignment to rule Kentucky, will 
be howling to me to remove him.”

6 – General Grant, at Petersburg, wired President Lincoln 
asking that General B.F. Butler be released from command of the 
Army of the James. By rank, Butler would have commanded in 
Grant’s absence. That’s all the Union needed.

All items above are from The Civil War  Day by Day by 
E.B.Long and Barbara Long.



DRESS CODE
Ladies and gentlemen: PLEASE 
No sneakers, no jeans, no tee shirts. Gentlemen, 
please wear a collared shirt. Let’s dress like 
we are attending a business meeting.
Thanks, The Management

SUGGESTIONS
The Dispatch welcomes articles,  
book reviews (non-fiction only)  
and suggestions.

Just send them in to our mailing address. 
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for the great leap before him, bounded into the air and 
cleared the bar, carrying his rider as if man and beast had 
been welded together. The spectators were breathless. “Very 
well done, sir!” growled “old Hershberger,” the riding 
master, and the class was dismissed and disappeared; but 
“Cadet Grant” remained a living image in my memory.”
Grant established an academy record that stood for decades, 
and the story’s afterlife was no less remarkable. On his 
deathbed, when Fry called upon him, Grant could retrieve 
every detail of the memorable episode. “Yes,” he whispered, 
“I remember that very well. York was a wonderful horse. 
I could feel him gathering under me for the effort as he 
approached the bar. Have you heard anything lately of 
Hershberger?”
From Grant by Ron Chernow


