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You must email 
cwrtnyc1@gmail.com 
or call 718-341-9811 
by September 7th if 
you plan to attend 
the Zoom meeting. 
An email link will 
be sent to members 
prior to the meeting.

• Wed September 9th (Zoom) •
Samuel Mitcham, Jr. 

The Greatest Lynching in 
American History: New York 1863

• October TBD (Zoom) •
Paul Michael Jason

TBD

• Tues November 10th (Zoom) •
Tom Clavin

The Civil War Careers of 
Western Heroes

Due to Corvid 19 ...
... this year 2020, has been a diffi cult 
year to say the least. In an effort to 
keep our members and ourselves 
safe, while at the same time holding 
monthly meetings and providing top 
notch speakers, our meetings, for now, 
will be held on Zoom. We know this 
is not the same as meeting in person, 
but we can still ‘meet and greet’ each 
other, listen to and see great speakers, 
and ask questions, all FROM THE 
CONVENIENCE of our easy chairs.  

Samuel W. Mitcham, Jr. was 
born in Mer Rouge, Louisiana, in 
1949. He was educated at Northeast 
Louisiana University, North 
Carolina State, and the University 
of Tennessee, where he received 
his doctorate. He was a U.S. Army 
helicopter pilot during the Viet 
Nam War, remained active in the 
reserves, graduated from the U.S. 
Army’s Command and General Staff 
College, and is qualifi ed through the 
rank of major general. Following 
in his mother’s footsteps (she was a 
newspaper editor for 47 years), he 
is the author of more than 40 books, 
several of which were History or 
Military History Book Club Selections.

Dr. Mitcham was a professor at Henderson State University, 
Georgia Southern University and the University of Louisiana at 
Monroe, and was a visiting professor at West Point. His works 
have been translated into several languages, including German, 
Bulgarian, Italian, Polish, Hungarian, Chinese, Russian, Japanese 
and Polish, and he has appeared on the BBC and the History 
Channel, among others.

Dr. Mitcham provides original and illuminating insight into 
familiar aspects of the War Between the States. This, his fi fth book 
on the war, is no exception. “It is an actual historical fact,” writes 
Dr. Mitcham, “that the greatest mass murder of African Americans 
in United States’ history took place during the New York Draft 
Riots of July 1863, which were the greatest riots in American 
history.” The Greatest Lynching in American History: New York 
1863 provides a blow-by-blow account of the four-day insurrection, 
information in regard to minimized Northern racism, and an account 
of the surprising and forgotten consequences.

Dr. Mitcham’s other books include: It Wasn’t About Slavery: 
Exposing the Great Lie of the Civil War; Bust Hell Wide Open: The 
Life of Nathan Bedford Forrest; Vicksburg: The Bloody Siege that 
Turned the Tide of the Civil War; and Richard Taylor and the Red 
River Campaign of 1864. He is also the author of a dozen books on 
military aspects of World War II.

Mitcham is married and has two children. He lives in Monroe, 
Louisiana.

Dr. Samuel W. Mitcham• Guest: 
Samuel Mitcham, Jr. 
The Greatest Lynching 
in American History: 
New York 1863

• Date: 
Wednesday, 
September 9th

• Place:  
Zoom

• Time:  
at 7:00 pm
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Question of the month:
For the first time since the Thirty Years’ War  
(Germany, 1618 – 48), what two targets did military 
strategists, especially Generals Sherman and Sheridan,  
aim to devastate? 

President’s Message
First and foremost, I want to welcome 
everyone back to our Round Table. The 
Covid-19 pandemic has presented us all with 
unprecedented challanges in an effort to adjust 
to what has become our new reality. Working 
from home, Zoom meetings, wearing masks, 
and social distancing are things most of us 
never thought about last summer, and now are 
required to do every day. We in New York City 
were confronted early with the corona virus, and while we have been able 
to reduce the outbreak, our city is still struggling to return to normal. And 
for many of us, things will never be the same. Unfortunately, that includes 
the Coffee House Club which has had to shut down its operations.  
In recognition of the ongoing efforts in our community to halt the spread 
of the corona virus, as a Round Table we have made the decision to 
cancel all of our in-person meetings for the 2020-2021 year. We reached 
our decision reluctantly and with heavy hearts. But we recognize that our 
first obligation is to the safety of our members, many of whom are in the 
most vulnerable category regarding the effects of the virus. While there 
was some hope that a potential vaccine, coupled with increased diligence 
regarding social distancing and the wearing of masks would allow us to 
return in early 2021, this is simply no longer feasible.  
I do have some good news, however. We will still be holding our monthly 
meetings via Zoom and we have a tremendous slate of speakers lined 
up! We are collecting Membership dues this year at a reduced rate. All 
members will have access to the full list of our meetings going forward 
with the ability to directly interact with our guest speakers. We will 
also be recording these virtual meetings with the intention of eventually 
posting them on Facebook, Youtube and our own website.  
I need not tell you how painful this letter was to write. We are, after all, a 
social club and coming together to have dinner and to discuss our nation’s 
history is at the core of our organization. But keeping our members safe 
and healthy is always our first priority and that was the overreaching 
reason for our decision. Thank you all for your loyalty, your dedication, 
and your keen interest in the Civil War, and I look forward to seeing you 
during our virtual year.  
KRIS J. KASNICKI
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SPOTLIGHT: BILL FINLAYSON
Dispatch: When were you president and did you hold any other 
positions?

Bill: I am honored to have been a member since January of 1980, 
and through the years, I have served as: President from 2011 - 
2013 (during the Sesquicentennial). Vice president of Operations 
2009 – 2011, Board of Directors 1986 – 1991, and 2013 – present, 
Bell I Wiley Award Committee, Fletcher Pratt Award Committee, 
Barondess/Lincoln Award Committee, Preservation Committee, Tour 
Committee (Map Maker), Redesigned the Club Logo.

Dispatch: What is your connection to the Civil War? 

Bill: I have innumerable ancestors who served in the war on both 
sides, with 3 great-great- grandfathers, many uncles, and multiple 
cousins, including commander of the USS Monitor John L. Worden, 
Daniel Toffey also of the Monitor, Medal of Honor recipient Lt. John 
J. Toffey, Confederate mapmaker Major Jedediah Hotchkiss, and a 
host of offi cers, privates, and even a drummer. 

Dispatch: When did you become interested in the Civil War?

Bill: Curiously, my interest in the war began at age 4 before I had 
any knowledge of these ancestors. Needless to say, when I learned 
of all these family connections, my interest only grew. My earliest 
memories of the Civil War go back to age 4 and seeing my fi rst 
hallowed ground (Petersburg) along with other historic sites. I 
became obsessed and was a “Centennial Kid” by age 7 in 1961. As I 
visited more battlefi elds and museums, I started collecting artifacts, 
prints, books, and amassing a huge collection of toy soldiers.

Dispatch: Can you give us some information about your background 

Bill: I am a native Long Islander from Oyster Bay (Teddy Roosevelt 
country). I attended San Francisco Art Institute (after a short stint at 
Gettysburg College), and have worked on LI in the book business, 
and I currently work at the Locust Valley Public Library.

Dispatch: Which battle do you 
think is one of the most important 
of the CW?

Bill: Being from the East, I 
suppose that Gettysburg will 
always hold the most fascination 
for me. As many times as I have 
been there, I always uncover 
something new. Anyone trying 
to understand our nation’s very 
complicated past eventually goes 
to Gettysburg and discovers this sacred and haunting place in our 
nation’s consciousness.

Dispatch: Which movie do you think portrays the Civil War best?  

Bill: The CW movie that has had the most infl uence on me has been 
John Ford’s The Horse Soldiers (1959), a Hollywood version of the 
Grierson Raid. But John Huston’s The Red Badge of Courage (1951) 
is probably one of the very best CW fi lms ever made, with careful 
recreations of battlefi eld scenes. And D. W. Griffi th’s Abraham Lincoln
(1930) contains some truly great battle sequences of Sheridan’s Ride at 
Cedar Creek.

Dispatch: Any last thoughts you would like to share with our readers?

Bill: As far as my interest goes, the great window into the CW for me 
has always been the incredible body of artwork that exists, both from 
the wartime period, and in each succeeding generation. The visual arts 
give us an immediate connection to the 1860’s in a way that nothing 
else can, from Winslow Homer, Alfred Waud, and Edwin Forbes, 
to Howard Pyle and N. C. Wyeth, to Don Troiani, and Keith Rocco. 
There is no greater way for a child to develop an interest in American 
History than being shown, at an early age, the visual history of our 
nation. A child’s imagination will do the rest.

Battle of Munfordville
The Battle for the Bridge
In September 1862, Confederate Gen. Braxton Bragg 
moved north through the strategic border state of Kentucky, 
carefully maneuvering his army to cover pursuing Union 
army routes. Munfordville, and the nearby railroad bridge 
over the Green River, was a key station on the Louisville 
& Nashville Railroad, which was being used as the line of 
advance for the Union Army of the Ohio as they chased 
Bragg’s men north. Approaching the town on September 
14, Confederate Brig. Gen. James R. Chalmers demanded 
that Col. John T. Wilder surrender his garrison. Wilder 
refused and repulsed Chalmers’ attacks, losing a few men 
but infl icting may more Rebel casualties. After two days 
of siege, the Confederates, realizing that Union Maj. Gen. 
Don Carlos Buell’s army was fast approaching, again 
urged surrender. Under a fl ag of truce, a blindfolded Wilder 
entered enemy lines late on the 16th. After viewing the 
Rebel positions, Wilder surrendered his garrison of 4,000 
men on September 17. Rather than confront Buell, Bragg 
decided to move on, burning the railroad bridge behind 
them. Bragg would meet Buell in the decisive battle at 
Perryville three weeks later.

MUNFORDVILLE
MORE BATTLES IN THIS CAMPAIGN             
Richmond and Perryville  
BATTLE FACTS
RESULT
Confederate Victory
COMMANDERS
UNION
John T. Wilder
CONFEDERATE
Braxton Bragg
FORCES ENGAGED
UNION
4,148 
CONFEDERATE
16,000

TOTAL ESTIMATED CASUALTIES
4,862



Civil War Infantry 
Tactics:
Training, Combat, and 
Small-Unit Effectiveness
by Earl J. Hess
Reviewed by John Allen

The premise of this 2015 book is, perhaps, controversial: “I 
strongly believe that the linear tactical system was not obsolete 
in the Civil War.” Hess holds this position despite previous 
authors writing that the greater effective range associated 
with the introduction of rifled muskets should have led to 
“revolutionary changes in warfare”. The result is that many 
(most?) students of the War believe that “the new firearm 
had rendered traditional modes of attack obsolete”. Hess 
writes that “Civil War soldiers wanted the newest weapon, 
but did not want to fire it at long range”, and argues that 
improvements in firearms should have been accompanied by 
additional training in the use of sight mechanisms that would 
account for the more accurate trajectory of the ball and take 
advantage of this longer range. Such training was rare for 
civilian soldiers. Hess argues that 19th Century soldiers were 
taught that most infantry combat took place at short range, 
similar to those of their Revolutionary War forebears, resulting 
in American soldiers holding their fire until they could use 
their weapons at shorter ranges.
To build such a case, Hess spends the first several chapters 
of the book reviewing the historical evolution of tactics 
as documented in both European and American manuals 
of arms. While I initially found these chapters tedious, the 
relevance of conflicting “schools of the soldier” struck me 
when I read an account of how the 6th Tennessee were taught 
that “each platoon [would] advance, fire, then fall back to 
reload.” I hearkened back to the 1882 history of the 10th 
New York Volunteers by Charles Cowtan when, at the Battle 
of The Wilderness, “… a number of Frenchmen [among the 
new recruits]… broke to the rear to reload… [and] caused a 
backward movement of the battalion, company by company, 
similar to the fall of a row of bricks.” This was my “Aha!” 
moment… and made these chapters much more interesting! 
The subsequent chapters - and the meat of the book - are very 
informative regarding how and when linear tactics suggested 
that troops should be deployed in lines, columns, squares, etc., 
and how these formations were used by Civil War officers. 
Hess’ command of the Official Records is strong and forms 
the basis of his evidence that Civil War officers - despite being 
citizen soldiers - were remarkably adept at employing the 

“correct” formation for the tactical objective at hand. The use 
of simple or double column - of waiting/movement/attack - 
or line is critiqued and Hess’ conclusions generally support 
the formation chosen. In contrast, he suggests movement of 
formations larger than regiments and brigades was seldom 
successfully employed by Civil War generals.
Hess closed his study with a synopsis of the evolution of 
small unit tactics in both Europe and the United States in the 
150 years following the War. He notes that the dominance of 
artillery in World War I rendered column formations obsolete 
except for movement, and that small unit tactics placed 
greater emphasis on squads rather than regimental wings or 
companies. 
Stating that “Tactical change was driven by the potential 
inherent in volume of fire”, Hess emphasizes the fact that 
rifled muskets were predominantly muzzle loaders and had 
no greater rate of fire than smoothbore muskets. If repeating 
rifles were widely available, linear tactics might have been 
less appropriate during the Civil War. Even then, the “killing 
range” of 500 to 600 yards was typically not visible on most 
American battlefields due to ground undulations, vegetation, 
structures, etc., and the average soldier was not trained to hit a 
target at that distance.
In sum, while I found the early reading difficult, in retrospect 
a discussion of pre-War theory was necessary to better 
understand what conditions were “inherited” by Civil War 
soldiers. 
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August 5 Engagement at Baton Rouge, Louisiana
August 6 CSS Arkansas scuttled near Baton Rouge,  
 Louisiana
August 9 Battle of Cedar Mountain (Slaughter Mountain),  
 Virginia
August 10 German-American Unionist are massacred by  
 Confederates on the banks of the Nueces River  
 in Texas
August 11 Confederate partisans capture Independence,  
 Missouri
August 13 Skirmish on Yellow Creek, Missouri
August 15 Skirmish at Clarendon, Arkansas
August 17 Sioux uprising begins in southwest Minnesota

August 19 to 21 
 Federal raid on Louisville & Nashville Railroad
August 22 Affair at Catlett’s Station, Virginia
August 24 CSS Alabama commissioned at sea off Portugal’s  
 Azores Islands
August 27 Stonewall Jackson captures and plunders Union  
 supply depots at Manassas Junction, Virginia
August 28 The Battle of Second Manassas (Bull Run) begins  
 at Brawner’s Farm (Groveton), Virginia
August 29/30 
 Battle of Richmond, Kentucky
August 30 The Battle of Second Manassas ends with a  
 decisive Confederate victory

September 1 Battle of Chantilly (Ox Hill), Virginia
September 2 Major General George B. McClellan restored  
 to command in Virginia
September 9 Skirmish at Barnesville, Maryland
September 13 Federal soldiers near Frederick, Maryland find  
 Lee’s Special Order No. 191
September 14 Battle of South Mountain Gaps, Maryland
September 15 Capture of Harpers Ferry, Virginia (now West  
 Virginia)
September 17 Battle of Antietam (Sharpsburg), Maryland
September 17 Union forces evacuate Cumberland Gap, a  
 strategically important mountain pass near the  
 junction of Virginia, Tennessee, and Kentucky
September 17 Munfordville, Kentucky surrenders to  
 Confederate forces

September 19 Battle of Iuka, Mississippi
September 19/20 
 Battle of Shepherdstown (Boteler’s Ford),  
 Virginia (now West Virginia)
September 21 Citizens of San Francisco, California  
 contribute $100,000 for relief of Federal  
 wounded
September 22 President Lincoln issues his Preliminary  
 Emancipation Proclamation
September 25 Fighting at Snow’s Pond, Kentucky
September 27 One of the first Federal regiments of black  
 soldiers is organized in New Orleans,  
 Louisiana
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Answer:
The enemy’s economy and civilian population.
From: Civil War Trivia and Fact Book by 
Webb Garrison

Civil War Events During the Month of August 1862 
 

Civil War Events During the Month of September 1862 
 

BOOKS ON THE CIVIL WAR FOR 2020

The Scourge of War: The Life of William  
Tecumseh Sherman
By Brian Holden Reid 
Published by: Oxford University Press USA
$34.95 Amazon Prime pp 649

The Zealot and the Emancipator 
By H.W. Brands
Published by: Knopf Doubleday Publishing Group
$ 22.04 Amazon Prime pp 448

SUGGESTIONS
The Dispatch welcomes articles, book  
reviews (non-fiction only) and suggestions.
Just send them in to our mailing address. 



The Second Battle of 
Manassas
August 28, 1862 

After the spring 1862 collapse of the Union Peninsula 
Campaign to capture Richmond, Gen. Robert E. Lee sought 
to move his army north and threaten Washington DC before 
Union forces could regroup. His commanders, Maj. Gens. 
“Stonewall” Jackson and James Longstreet, brought Lee’s 
army within 35 miles of the Union capital by the end of 
August. Jackson, who burned the Federal supply depot at 
Manassas Junction on August 27, waited for the arriving 
Union army just west of the old Bull Run battlefield. 
Longstreet, trailing Jackson, fought his way eastward through 
Thoroughfare Gap the next day. To draw Maj. Gen. John 

Pope’s new Union Army of Virginia into battle, Jackson 
ordered an attack on a Federal column that was passing 
across his front on the Warrenton Turnpike late on the 28th. 
The fighting there at Brawner Farm lasted several hours 
and resulted in a stalemate. Pope became convinced he had 
trapped Jackson and concentrated the bulk of his army against 
him. On the 29th, Pope launched a series of assaults against 
Jackson’s position along an unfinished railroad grade. The 
attacks were repulsed with heavy casualties on both sides. 
At noon, Longstreet arrived on the field and took a position 
on Jackson’s right. The afternoon of the 30th, Pope renewed 
his attacks, seemingly unaware that Longstreet was on the 
field. When massed Confederate artillery devastated a Union 
assault by Maj. Gen. Fitz John Porter’s V Corps, Longstreet 
counterattacked in the largest, simultaneous mass assault of 
the war. The Union left was crushed and the army was driven 
back to Bull Run. Only an effective Union rearguard action 
prevented a replay of the First Manassas disaster.

“BIVOUAC OF THE 
DEAD”
By Theodore O’Hara

The muffled drum’s sad roll has beat
The soldier’s last tattoo;
No more on life’s parade shall meet
That brave and fallen few.
On Fame’s eternal camping-ground
Their silent tents are spread,
And Glory guards, with solemn round,
The bivouac of the dead.

No rumor of the foe’s advance
Now swells upon the wind;
Nor troubled thought at midnight haunts
Of loved ones left behind;
No vision of the morrow’s strife
The warrior’s dream alarms;
No braying horn nor screaming fife
At dawn shall call to arms.

Their shriveled swords are red with rust,
Their plumed heads are bowed,
Their haughty banner, trailed in dust,
Is now their martial shroud.
And plenteous funeral tears have washed
The red stains from each brow,
And the proud forms, by battle gashed
Are free from anguish now.
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